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U.S. Scientists Develop a High-Tech Fire-Hazard Monitoring Network

When a fire happens, the fire and smoke block the fireman’s view and make it hard to know the overall
fire hazard situation, slowing down and reducing the efficiency of fire rescue work. U.S. scientists have
developed a high-tech monitoring network for fire hazards that can help firemen understand the level of
the hazard so they can perform their rescue work more efficiently.

The California Institute for Telecommunications and Information Technology created this fire hazard
monitoring network. It combines a Google map with 18 remotely controlled cameras set up at different
locations. It collects all video images and data about fires promptly, providing firemen real-time
information to improve decision-making.

Ramesh Rao, who is the leader for creating this monitoring system, said that this monitoring system has
been deployed and used for the first time during October’s firestorms in San Diego County. The system
helped firemen get the real-time video information quickly when fire started spreading to residential areas.
It also helped them to make the best and correct decisions for rescue work and to prevent fire from
spreading—saving precious time for controlling the fire and evacuation work. The commander of
California’s emergency center, Tom Gardner, said: “When firemen and residents waiting for rescue are
caught in a difficult situation, this fire hazard monitoring network will tell them where to go and what to
do.”

[Translation by Qian Liu, Calit2]
[Original Chinese-language version from Xinhua News Agency is below]
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